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Fig 32-1
Plasma samples with
various degrees of
hemolysis
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Frequently Asked Questions

1. What are the recommended centrifugation speeds and times for Vacuette® Blood
Collection Tubes?

Centrifugation Speeds and Times

Product Speed (RCF, g) | Time (min.)
Serum Plain min 1500 10
Serum Gel 1800 10
Serum Beads 1800 10
Plasma Plain 2000-3000 15
Plasma Gel 2200 15

RCF= Relative Centrifugal Force, g
2. What are Vacuette® Blood Collection Tubes made out of?

Vacuette® Blood Collection Tubes are made out of shatter-proof plastic, therefore
decreasing the risk of infectious disease transmission associated with tube breakage.

3. What type of plastic is used to produce Vacuette® Blood Collection Tubes?

Vacuette® Blood Collection Tubes are made from a special formulation of the
plastic, polyethylenetherephthalate (PET). This special formulation is extremely strong,
dimensionally stable, and resistant to chemicals and breakage

4. What is a Vacuette® Safety Cap?

The VACUETTE® Blood Collection System features a unique safety cap design to
minimise aerosol generation. There are two different closure systems available depending
on the size of the tube: All are recessed to protect laboratory personnel from contact with
blood.

13mm tubes: Ridged and non-ridged tubes
Ridged tubes are fitted with a VACUETTE® Safety Screw Cap. Remove the cap from the
tube by twisting in a anti-clockwise direction with a twist-pull motion. The cap cannot be
removed with a simple pull action.

Non-ridged tubes are also fitted with a VACUETTE® Safety Screw Cap. However, because
of the absence of ridges on the tubes, the cap can be removed with a simple pull action.

16mm tubes: VACUETTE® Safety Grip Cap — Remove the cap from the tube with a
simple pull action.

5. How should Vacuette® Blood Collection Tubes be stored before use?

Store tubes at 4 — 25°C (40 — 77° F).
Avoid exposure to direct sunlight. Exceeding the maximum recommended storage
temperature may lead to impairment of the tube quality (i.e. vacuum loss, drying out of
liquid additives, discolouring, etc.) Filled tubes can be stored down to —20°C.
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6. Why is there an expiry date on Vacuette® Tubes?

The expiry date indicates the shelf life of the product as determined by functional
testing. To ensure accurate draw and test reliability, tubes must be used by the expiry
date. Expiry dates are printed on every Vacuette® Blood Collection Tube and packaging.

7. Are Vacuette® Blood Collection Tubes sterile?

Yes, Vacuette® Blood Collection Tubes have a sterile interior. Tubes are sterilised
by electron-beam technology. Sterility is supervised according to AAMI / ISO 11737
(sterilisation of medical devices— microbiological methods), EN 552 (sterilisation of medical
products — validation and routine supervision of sterilisation with radiation) and EN 556
(sterilisation of medical products — determining a medical product has the characteristics of
being "sterile")

8. What volume of blood can | expect to draw with Vacuette® Blood Collection
Tubes?

Vacuette® Blood Collection Tubes are made to draw within +10% of the stated draw
volume at the time of manufacture, in accordance with the National Committee on Clinical
Laboratory Standards (NCCLS) (A1 - A3) Guidelines and ISO 6710 standard.
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Greiner Bio-One Customer Information =
VACUETTE® Blood Collection Tubes

Order of draw

The following order of draw is recommended when drawing multiple specimens for clinical
laboratory testing during a single venipuncture.

The order of draw is conform to the NCCLS standard H3-A5-Procedures for the Collection of
Diagnostic Blood Specimens by Venipuncture; Approved Standard-Fifth Edition.

Its purpose is to avoid possible test result errors due to cross contamination from tube
additives.

Cap colour Order of draw

— 1. Blood culture*

- i 2. Coagulation**
E 3. Serum with and without gel
m ﬁ 4. Heparin with and without gel
n ﬁ 5. EDTA

m 6. Glucose
. m 7. Others

* In cases where blood culture tubes are not required, GBO recommends no-additive tubes.
** When drawn first then only suitable for routine tests (i.e. PT and aPTT).

NOTE: Always follow your facility’'s protocol for order of draw.

HO03, Rev00, 07-2004

Wear gloves during venipuncture and when handling blood callection tubes to minimise exposure hazard

VACUETTE" S
Greiner Bio-One GmbH, 4550 Kremsmiinsler, Austria g reiner bio-one

one step chead » www.gbo.com/preanalytics / office@at.gbo.com
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